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DEUI3RAETH  RURtlL  DISTRICT  COUTTCn./ 


AMUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 
POR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEC  BRIBER,  I96I. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs,  Roberts,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Health  Report  for  the  year 
ended  December,  1 961 , 

The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimation  of  population  showed 
an  increase  for  the  fourth  successive  year;  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  there  was  in  increase  of  50, 

There  were-  three  less  live  births  than  in  tiie  previous  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  illegitimate  births  from  6 to  10,  There 
was  one  still  birrh  compared  to  2 in  I96O, 

There  were  3 infant  deaths  recorded  as  compared  to  none  in  I96O, 
A.11  3 infants  died  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths, 

Thei^  were  1?  more  deaths  recorded  than  in  I960,  Tuberculosis 
was  the  cause  of  3 deaths  in  I96I,  compared  to  1 in  i960.  Cancer 
caused  26  deaths  as  opposed  to  14  the  previous  year.  Eight  of  the 
cancer  deaths  were  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  and  all  of  these  cases 
were  males.  (in  I96O  there  were  3 deaths  of  lung  cancer).  There 
were  5 cases  of  career  of  the  stomach  compared  to  2 in  the  previous 
year. 

There  were  6 new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  in 
1961,  as  opposed  to  7 in  i960,  and  3 new  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  compared  with  2. 

Tlie  only  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis 
which  were  notified  were  of  measles,  58,  (70  in  i960)  and  of  pneumonia, 
11  in  1961  (4  in  I96O), 

Once  again  there  was  no  case  of  food  poisoning  notified, 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Clerk,  Mr.LillllSe, Mr,  D.J.  Jones,  and 
all  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  assistance  during  niy 
term  of  office,  I should  also  like  to  record  my  tlianlcs  to  the  local 
general  practitioners  for  their  friendly  co-operation. 

It  was  a pleasure  to  work  for  Deudraeth  Rural  Council,  and  I 
appreciate  the  welcome  I was  given  to  the  area, 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  PEUX  RICH/iRDS, 

District  Kedi-oal  Offdaser  6f  Health, 
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SECTION  A 


GENERilL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Rural  District  - 75,493  acres. 

Rateable  VeAue  I/4/6I  - £68,790 

Population  (Registrar  General's  figures)  - 6,790. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - £268.  8,  4. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to 
the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of  year  - 2,338 


BIRINS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Comparability  Pactors 
Births  1 ,17 
Deaths  0.77 


LI\^E  BIRTHS 

Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 , uuu  poi 
1960  figures 


Ekiles 

Female 

57 

50 

51 

46 

6 

4 

15.65 

16.21 

Illegitimate  Live  Birtbs  (per  1,000  population)  - 1.47 


STILL  BIRTIiS  ^lales 

Total 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 . 000  population  - 0,14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 , 000  Total  Live  and 
Still  Births  - 9.26 


Female  s 


1 


TOTAL  BIRTHS  (Live  & Still)  - 108 
Live  - 1 07 

Still  - 1 


Males 

57 


Females 

50 

1 


DEATHS 


DE/iTHB  OF  PFidlTS  UNDER  OnN  YEAR 


Males  Females 


Total  2 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  1 

Infant  mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  - 28,03 

1 960  figures  - nil 


1 

1 
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Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  LQgitimate  Live  Births)  - 20,62 
Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births)-  100,00 


DBATH3  OF  IMF/J\^S  UMDillR  4 WEEKS 


Males 


Females 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 

1 

1 


1 

1 


DEATHS  OF  INPilNTS  UNDER  1 SEEK 

OF  AGE 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitim.ate 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

- 28e03 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

- 28.03 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

- 37.03 

2 

1 

1 


M/iTERNilL  DELiiTHS  (including  abortion)  - nil 

lfe.temal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  & 

Still  Births)  - nil 

i960  figures  - nil 


DEATHS  Males 

Total  Number  - 1 31  75 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 19.30 
i960  figures  - 16,96 


DEiiTIiS  FROM  CANCER 

Total  Number  - 26  20 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 3.83 

i960  figui'es  - 2,08 

DEATHS  FROM  OUEERCUIDSIS 

Total  Number  - 3 2 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 0,Vf 

i960  figures  - 0o15 


1 

1 


Females 

56 


6 


1 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

(O  hiblic  he/xth  ofpicers  op  the  authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Tv70  Public  Health  Inspector, 

( 2 ) LABORilTORY  PACILITIE3 

Water  Analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  Harold  Lowe, 

Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  Analysis  (Bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conv/ay. 

( 3 ) AlffiUIANGE  PACILITIES 

One  ilmbulance  stationed  at  Penrhyndeudraeth, 

(if)  INFi’iNT  ;YEIPi-PB  CLINICS 

Penrhyndeudraeth  - held  fortnightly  in  the  I^el^nyd.  Building. 
Harlech  - held  monthly  at  the  Pree  Library, 

Trav/sfynydd  - held  monthly  at  the  Congregational 

Chapel  Vestry. 

(5)  ANTE  N^ITAL  CLINICS 

Held  at  the  Out-patients*  Department,  Memoiial  Hospital, 
Blaenau  Pfestiniog,  every  two  weeks, 

(^)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLMCS 

Held  fortnightly  at  ttie  Clinic,  Wynne  Road,  Blaenau 
Pf e stiniog , 

(7)  TUBERCULOSIS  CIINIC 

Held  every  week  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Road,  B2aenau  Pfestiniog, 

(8)  DIPFITHEiLi  IMvIUNISATION 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Imraunisation  of  babies  and  your^  children  carried  out  at 
the  Prinr.ry  Schools. 

(9)  POLIOIVIYELITIS  PIvIUNiaATION 

Arranged  by  the  Counter  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Carried 
out  in  schools  and  Clinics,  Older  age  groups  oiay  be 
immunised  by  their  Parnily  Ifedical  Practitioner, 

(10)  HOSPITAI^ 

There  is  no  general  hospital  situated  in  the  area.  One  long 
stay  Hospital  for  the  aged  is  situated  at  Penihyndeudraeth. 


(11)  U\TFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Total  nuunber  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  = 69. 


Scarlet  Fever  - nil 
Bacillary  Dysentry  - nil 
Whooping  Cough  - nil 
Measle  s --58 
Infantile  Paralysis  - nil 
Pneumonia  - 11 

TUBERCULOSIS 

imv  CASES 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Total  - 6 

- 3 Females  - 3 

Non-Pulraonary 

Males 

Total  - 1 

- 1 Females  - nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 

Total  - 3 

Pulmonary 

IVEales 

- 2 Females  - 1 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Total  - nil 
- nil  Feimles  - nil 

TUBERCULOSIS 


M CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Kespiratory 

RespiratoDry 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

0 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

10 

1 

15 

20 

1 

25 

1 

2 

35 

45 

55 

1 

65 

75 

1 

1 

1 

J. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEkTH  I96I . 


M. 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Cancer  Stomach  3 

” Lungs  8 

” Breast  - 

” Other  sites  9 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  10 

Coronary  Diseases,  angina  11 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  9 

Other  circulatory  disease  - 

Influenza  2 

Pneimaonia 

Bronchitis  5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Hyperplasia  Prostate  2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents  2 

Congenital  Malformations  1 

Totals  _75_ 


P. 

1 

2 


4 
16 

5 

16 

6 
2 
1 
1 


2 


FOOD  HYCIENE 

Visits  carried  out  to  food  premises  and  advice  given  to  food 
handlers.  (See  Public  Health  Inspector's  observations). 

Niomber  of  Prosecutions  - Nil. 

I^IATIONAL  ASSIST^^IEE  ACT,  1948  S.47 

One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital  in  I96O  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 
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AKNUAL  REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  1961 . 

The  following  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year:- 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts 
Houses  - Housing  Acts 
Houses  - Council  Property 
Complaints  investigated 
Factories 

Infectious  Disease  Cases 
Rodent  Be s traction 
Petroleum  Acts 
Shops  - re  Shops  Act 
Shops  - re  Pood  Hygieiie  Regulations 
Catering  Establishments 
Vehicles  Conveying  Pood 
Bakehouses 
Pried  Pish  Shops 
Butchers*  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Revisits  to  properties  under  Notice 
Tinned  food  and  other  articles  of  food 

meat  1 34-  lbs 


Houses  Disinfected 
Water  samples 
Sewage  Effluent  samples 
Mi sc  e llaneous 

Slaughterhouses  - Meat  Inspection 
Caravan  Sites 
Refuse  Sites 
Public  conveniences 
Water  supplies 
Sev/erage  and  Sewage  disposal 
Informal  Notices  Served 
Statutory  Notices  Ser\’'ed;  P.H„  Acts 
" " " : H.  Act 


241 
366 
168 

219 
16 
10 
870 
24 
43 

64 
40 
37 

14 
2 

24 
26 
56 

230  lbs.  of 
of  fmit  and 
vegetables,  and  I84  assorted 
tinned  and  paclcaged  foods  were 
condemned, 

6 

63 

9 

257 
59 
1^-df 
73 
107 
164 
117 
63 

3 
1 


HOUSING  REPORTS 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  wloich  defects_  were  remedied 


(c) 


After  informal  action  by  Council 
After  formal  notice  under 
1 • Public  Health  Acts 
2.  Sections  9 & I6  Housing  Act,  1957 
Under  section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 


Housing 

Standard  Grants 
Discretionary  Grants 


23 

4 

3 


8 

17 
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WATER  COMCTIONS 


New  v/ater  conneotions  to  mains  86 

Y/ater  Meters 

New  water  meters  fixed  3 

Total  number  of  meters  fixed  in 
district  up  to  3"l  :'12  ;61  92, 


SLAUGHTER  ON  FOR  HlEiiN  CONSUMPTION 

Number  of  animals  slaug;htered  durinp;  1961; 
Cae  lago  Slaughterhouse 


Cattle 

79 

Calves 

5 

Sheep 

1589 

Pigs 

159 

Total 

1 632 

FL;iNt'TINU  & BUILDDTG  BYE-IAY/  YJTLTCATIONS  1 ;1  ;61  to  51  ;12;6l , 

Planning  applications  21? 

Bye-law  applications  123 


340 


RQEENT  CONTROL 

Number  and  purpose  of  visits  made  during  1961; 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Coiincil  have  water  supi^lies  at  Harlech,  Talsarmu, 
Trawsfynydd,  Gellilydan,  Croesor,  Rhyd  and  Bronaber, 

The  quality  of  the  water  sujjply  to  the  villa^>;es  of  Harlech^ 
Talsamau,  Gellil3^dan  and  Maenbvrog  was  maintained  by  chlorination 
throughout  the  year. 

Houses  in  the  higher  areas  of  Trs.'wsfynydd  and  houses  near  to  the 
Atomic  Power  Station  v;ere  without  a water  supply  on  numerous  occasions 
due  to  unexpected  heavy  draw-off  of  water  to  the  Power  Station,  where 
adequate  storage  facilities  have  not  yet  been  provided.  Some 
houses  in  the  villages  of  G-wynfryn  and  Llanfair  were  also  without  a 
water  supply  on  numerous  occasions  during  the  summer  months. 


Samples  of  all  drinking  supi^lies  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examine,  t ion  each  month,  and  of  terser  when  required,  in 
order  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  treatments  applied. 


Dwelling  houses  supplied  farom. 


water  mains. 


Parish 

Direct  to  the 

By  means  of 

Houses. 

standpii^es. 

1 Llanbedr 

122 

Harlech 

456 

4 

Talsarnau 

202 

Maentwrog 

142 

3 

Trawsfynydd 

272 

5 

Llanfrothen 

125 

Pe  nrhyndeudrae  th 

699 

Lla.ndecwyn 

28 

I 

SSTBRAGE  AM)  SBMGH!  DISPOSAL 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  disposal  in  the  district  as  a 
whole  are  reasonably  adequate,  but  some  of  the  hamlets  (Mamely 
G-lanywern,  Ta.lsarrxiu,  Soar  Llandecwyn,  Gwynfryn,  Llanbedr,  and 
Bronaber,  Trawsfynydd)  are  by  virtue  of  their  isolated  positions, 
still  de]pendant  on  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  as  a means  of  sewage 
disposal. 

Sewerage  extension  w/ork  at  Harlech  was  comimsnced  during  the 
year,  and  a sewerage  scheme  for  Rhyd  Village  was  approved. 


SIAUGHTER  OF  ANBIAIS 


The  slaughterhouse  at  Gae  lago,  Ffestiniog  ceased  to  operate 
after  the  30th  June,  as  tlie  premises  were  not  to  the  standaxd 
required.  Plans  of  improvements  and  extensions  to  this 
slaughterhouse  were  later  submitted  for  approval,  and  the 
owiaers  ho]pe  that  the  premises  will  be  suitable  for  slaughtering 
in  1962, 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  one  full-time  Rodent  Officer  in  conjunction 
with  the  Ffestiniog  Urban  District  Council,  The  whole  of  the 
sewers  in  the  area  were  treated  twice  during  the  year,  and  the 
three  refuse  disposal  tips  were  regularly  inspected  and  treated. 


CAILWM  GIMPS 

Thirteen  caravan  site  licences  v;-ere  issued  during  the  year, 
resulting  in  considerable  improvements  in  the  standard  of  the 
larger  caravan  sites^* 

The  Council  caravan  site  at  Gellilydan  was  extended,  and 
general  improvements,  including  now  roads,  the  provision  of  hot  and 
cold  shov/er  baths,  and  clothes  washing  facilities  were  carried  out. 


FOOD  HYCIEI^ 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  various  food  premise 
and  caterlnp-  establishments,  and  considerable  improvement  and 
modernisation  was  fo^md  particularly  in  food  shops, 

iUi  effort  was  made  to  check  all  mobile  shops  and  delivery  vans 
operating  in  the  area..  Many  of  the  mobile  shops  are  based  outside 
the  area,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  keep  an  adequate  check 
when  different  vans  a]ppear  in  the  district. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Goujacil  collect  refuse  once  weekly  throughout  the  district, 
and  the  service  v/as  extended  to  cover  some  additional  business 
premises  and  i)rivate  deoilings,  and  the  additional  houses  built  by 
the  Council  in  Trav/sfynydd,  Minffordd  and  Penrhyndeudraeth,  During 
the  summer  period,  litter  itroduced  at  the  mo.Jor  caravan  sites  v/as 
collected  claily,  and  litter  baskets  in  the  villages  of  Llaiibedr, 
Llandanwg,  Llanfair,  Harlech  and  Ynys  and  in  the  popular  parking 
places  nearby  were  also  emptied  daily. 
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HOUSING 


Fifty-eight  tra,ditional  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council 
d-uring  the  year  in  order  to  meet  both  the  genejral  needs  of  the 
district  (including  old  age  xJQople)  and  the  personnel  employed 
at  the  Nuclear  Power  Station^  Tmwsfynydd, 


D.J.  JONES, 


Public  Health  Inspector, 


1 


